Effect of hepatic collateral hemodynamics on gastric mucosal blood flow in patients with liver cirrhosis.
The dependence of the gastric mucosal change in liver cirrhosis on the extrahepatic collaterals is still unknown. Therefore we studied the influence of these collateral hemodynamics on gastric mucosal blood flow and gastric mucosal lesions. The subjects were 23 cirrhotic patients and were divided into two groups by the findings of percutaneous transhepatic portography. The first group consisted of 14 cases whose extrahepatic collaterals were via esophageal varices (group I). The second group included 9 cases having collaterals other than esophageal varices (group II). Multiple red spots were observed in 13 of 14 cases in group I, and two of nine cases in group II. Gastric mucosal blood flow was 2.0 +/- 0.9 volts (mean +/- SD) in group I, 4.0 +/- 1.2 in group II. A statistically significant difference was observed between groups I and II. Gastric mucosal blood flow was not significantly correlated with portal venous pressure in group I. It is concluded that, in liver cirrhosis, gastric mucosal blood flow is changeable according to the types of the extrahepatic collaterals.